WRITING GUIDE AND GENERIC RUBRICS FOR RATE, RAFT, AND UIS TRAITS

	Points to right are per writing requirement.
	1
	0

	RATE: Use to prove a claim (conclusion) in academic writing.*          4 POINTS

PURPOSE: PERSUADE

**Body paragraphs for all multi-paragraph academic essays follow RATE format.**

R: Restate the question (make your own if there is no question)

A: Answer the question (this is your claim or conclusion based in the text)

T: Use and cite appropriate Text evidence to support your answer (claim/conclusion)

E: Explain HOW your text evidence proves your claim (conclusion)

*This can be used in ANY subject. 

· Support your conclusion after a science experiment

· Support a claim about a historical person or event

· Explain the result of a math problem
	Complete, clear, accurate, relevant response with significant, concise, and in-depth thoughts and explanations.
	Missing, incomplete, unclear, inaccurate, irrelevant response with insignificant, repetitive or nonspecific, and shallow thoughts and explanations.

	RAFT: Use for any creative or technical writing assignment.                4 POINTS

PURPOSE: INFORM, ENTERTAIN, PERSUADE, OR ANY COMBINATION

R: Role (journalist, student, teacher, anthropologist, child, adult, book, butterfly, fly on the   

     wall, broadcast journalist, magazine writer, advertiser….the possibilities are endless!)

A: Audience (who are you writing for? Teacher, classmates AND/OR community at large,   

     contest, Anglo-Saxon people, modern people, women, men, teenagers, moms, abusers, 

     victims, a manager, principal….the possibilities are endless!)

F: Format (letter, article, advertisement, short story, memoir, political cartoon, bullet list, 

     editorial, brochure, classifieds, around town, poem, epic, sonnet, haiku, and more!!!!)
T: Topic (Anglo-Saxon History; abuse; Victorian Period; theme, etc.) 
	
	

	UIS (Universal Intellectual Standards) Clearly communicate your thoughts and maximize your achievement of purpose and audience appeal. (These explain the criteria in the rubrics above.)

	Clarity:  Sentence structure makes sense; diction is clear and specific; sentences flow clearly; ideas are organized; 

               and the sentences cannot have more than one meaning. 

Accuracy: Quotes are accurately copied;  there are no fragments or run-ons; all quotes are properly introduced; 

               parenthetical citations are accurate; no plagiarism; quotes of 4 or more lines are blocked off; there is         
               accurate punctuation, capitalization, format (italics, etc.), and spelling.

Precision: Writing is specific and detailed; there is no redundancy; all words, phrases, sentences, and paragraphs 
               are necessary.

Relevance/Significance: The sentences and paragraphs support the purpose in a thorough way; the writer 

               establishes and elaborates with clear focus; text evidence supports the claim, thesis, or purpose; the 
               sentence or paragraph maintains focus and is relevant to the purpose and audience.
Depth: 
The elaboration and/or an explanation insightfully and thoughtfully DEMONSTRATES THE CONNECTION between the claim and the text evidence (academic writing), OR the theme, style, and detail (creative writing), OR between the purpose, format, and details (technical writing) .


