Universal Intellectual Standards Evaluation and Revision Criteria
RATE: Academic Writing: Each body paragraph should clearly prove one main argument (claim/conclusion) and, in longer pieces, the each claim should prove the thesis (overall claim/conclusion).
RAFT: Creative/Technical Writing: Each paragraph should clearly work to communicate the theme or focus.

Instructions 

Before writing: Look at the criteria. You will be graded on each one of these in your paragraph.

After writing: Reread your paragraph and grade yourself; or, ask someone you trust to grade you. Revise before turning in your paragraph.

When Revising: Look at which of the following criteria you need to evaluate from your graded paragraphs. (Numbers/Letters match what is written on your graded paragraphs.) Think critically about how your paragraphs need to be better structured based on the feedback given. Revise based on these comments. 

1. Clarity 


a) Sentence Structure – Reread this! It doesn’t make sense or you need to reorder your words. 


b) Diction – Reread this! Words are unclear or too vague. 

c) Organizational Clarity: Reread this! The sentences do not flow clearly; ideas are out of order.


d) Confusion: Your sentence could have more than one meaning. 

2. Accuracy


a) Verifiable facts – Check your quote/source. Does your information match it?


b) Fragment/Run-on – Reread this! You are either missing a subject or verb (fragment) or your conclusion is not punctuated correctly (run-on). 

c) Quote Introduction/Citation—Missing; introduce the author and work or cite in parentheses.


d) Plagiarism— Are these your words? You are either missing quotation marks or a reference. 


e) Block quotes—Quotes of 4 or more lines are not blocked off.


f) Other Grammar: Check the punctuation, capitalization, format (italics, etc), and spelling.
3. Precision


a) Be specific – Be more detailed to help readers understand what you mean. 


b) No Redundancy – Take out or restate a portion of your conclusion in a new way. 


c) Superfluous words—Take out unnecessary words, phrases, sentences, or paragraphs

4. Relevance/Significance
a) Significance—The paragraph does not support the thesis in a thorough way. Elaborate with focus.
b) Focus—The topic sentence (conclusion) does not set a clear focus for the paragraph.
c) Text evidence—The quote or paraphrase does not support the topic sentence (claim/conclusion).

d) Relevance—The sentence or paragraph loses focus or does not stay on topic.

5. Depth 


a) Elaboration and/or an explanation is missing.


b) There is a lack of connection between the claim and the text evidence (academic writing: your conclusion/claim, text evidence, thoughts, and thesis); between the theme, style, and detail; or between the purpose, format, and details (technical writing) .

c) Your explanation is clear, but does not completely convince the reader 

d) Appropriate stylistic choices enhance the overall purpose and audience appeal.

