Final Draft Rubric: Senior Project Phase I—The Research Paper
Name ________________________________________ Hour ___________ Date _________
	Category/Points
	5
	3
	1

	Introduction

____X 2=_____/10
	--clearly and with effective depth gains the reader’s attention by incorporating a relevant and accurate: story, quotation, fact(s), and/or definition(s)

--clearly and with effective depth introduces the significant history and/or urgency of the topic

--well organized; ideas flow
	--somewhat clearly and with partial depth gains the reader’s attention by incorporating a somewhat relevant and accurate: story, quotation, fact(s), and/or definition(s)

--somewhat clearly and with partial depth introduces the significant history and/or urgency of the topic

--choppily  organized; some flow
	--unclearly and with little depth partially gains the reader’s attention by incorporating a vaguely relevant and accurate: story, quotation, fact(s), and/or definition(s)

--unclearly and with little depth introduces the significant history and/or urgency of the topic

--unorganized; little, but some flow

	Thesis

____X 2=_____/10
	--A clear, accurate, relevant, precise, and significant thesis effectively establishes what the writer will prove (persuasive purpose)

--The thesis is at the end of the introduction and/or at the end of the counterargument.
	--A somewhat clear, accurate, relevant, precise, and significant thesis somewhat effectively establishes what the writer will prove 

--The thesis is near, but not at, the end of the introduction and/or at the end of the counterargument.
	--A minimally clear, accurate, relevant, precise, and significant thesis partially establishes what the writer will prove 

--The thesis is either at the beginning of the introduction or the counterargument. 

	Counterargument

____X 2=_____/10


	--clearly and with effective depth addresses the opposition, includes accurate and relevant research, and transitions into the thesis or a restated thesis.
	--somewhat clearly and with partially effective depth addresses the opposition, includes somewhat accurate and relevant research, and partially transitions into the thesis or a restated thesis.
	--unclearly and with ineffective depth addresses the opposition, includes partially accurate and relevant research, and vaguely transitions into the thesis or a restated thesis.

	Body Paragraphs: Topic Sentences (Conclusions)

____X 2=_____/10
	--incorporate clearly written and relevant topic sentences (conclusions) that clearly work to prove the thesis
	--incorporate somewhat clearly written and somewhat relevant topic sentences (conclusions) that somewhat clearly work to prove the thesis
	--incorporate unclearly written and partially relevant topic sentences (conclusions) that unclearly work to prove the thesis

	Body Paragraphs: Incorporating Research

____X 2=_____/10

	--incorporate relevant and accurate research to support the topic sentence


	--incorporate somewhat relevant and accurate research (some context is missing) to support the topic sentence.
	--incorporate partially relevant and inaccurate research (much context is missing) to support the topic sentence.



	Body Paragraphs: Quote and Text Reference Procedures

____X 2=_____/10
	--all quotes and paraphrases are properly introduced

--all quotes employ proper use of quotation marks and punctuation

--all parenthetical citations are properly documented

--there is no plagiarism
	--many quotes and paraphrases are properly introduced

--many quotes employ proper use of quotation marks and punctuation

--many parenthetical references are properly documented

--there is no intentional plagiarism
	--few quotes and paraphrases are properly introduced

--few quotes employ proper use of quotation marks and punctuation

--few parenthetical references are properly documented

--there is no intentional plagiarism

	Body Paragraphs: Analysis and Explanation

____X 2=_____/10
	--clearly and with effective depth show the meaning of the quote and explain its significance and relevance to BOTH the topic sentence and the thesis.
	--somewhat clearly and with partially effective depth show the meaning of the quote and partially explain the significance and relevance of the quote to BOTH the topic sentence and the thesis.
	--unclearly and with ineffective depth show the meaning of the quote and ineffectively explain the significance and relevance of the quote to BOTH the topic sentence and the thesis.

	Transitions 

____X 2=_____/10
	-- appropriate transitional words make each sentence flow clearly

--appropriate transitional words, phrases, or recurring ideas between sentences make paragraphs flow clearly

--appropriate transitional words and/or recurring ideas make the paper as a whole flow clearly
	-- somewhat appropriate transitional words make each sentence flow somewhat clearly

--somewhat appropriate transitional words, phrases, or recurring ideas between sentences make paragraphs flow somewhat clearly

--somewhat appropriate transitional words and/or recurring ideas make the paper as a whole flow somewhat clearly
	-- inappropriate transitional words disrupts the sentences’ flow 

--inappropriate transitional words, phrases, or recurring ideas between sentences disrupts the paragraphs’ flow

--inappropriate transitional words and/or recurring ideas disrupts the whole paper’s flow

	Conclusion

____X 2=_____/10
	--leaves the reader with a clear understanding of the significance of the research. (thesis tie in)

--concludes the paper by giving fresh insight and perspective or making a recommendation without only restating the main points

--the reader is completely convinced
	--leaves the reader with a somewhat clear understanding of the significance of the research

--concludes the paper by giving a somewhat fresh perspective or recommendation but relies more on restating the main points

--the reader is somewhat convinced
	--leaves the reader with an unclear understanding of the significance of the research

--concludes the paper without fresh perspective or recommendation and by restating the main points

--the reader is confused

	Dead Words

_____X 1=_____/5
	--there are no dead words (1st person and 2nd person pronouns, “basically,” “I whatever,” “You…”)
	--there are 3 to 5 dead words
	--there are 6 or more dead words

	Organization

_____X 1=_____/5
	--paragraphs clearly follow the outline 

--the reader can easily comprehend the ideas presented because of the clear, logical flow of ideas

	--paragraphs stray somewhat from the outline 

--the reader can somewhat easily comprehend the ideas presented because of the somewhat clear, logical flow of ideas
	--paragraphs unclearly follow the outline 

--the reader can vaguely comprehend the ideas presented because the flow is choppy and disconnected, but not completely incoherent 

	Spelling

_____X 1=_____/5
	--there are no errors in spelling


	--there are 3 to 5 spelling errors
	--there are 6 or more spelling errors

	Formatting

_____X 1=_____/5
	--there are no formatting errors


	--there are 3 to 5 formatting errors
	--there are 6 or more formatting errors

	Works Cited

____X 2=_____/10
	--there are no errors in Works Cited


	--there are 3 to 5 Works Cited errors
	--there are 6 or more Works Cited errors

	Total Earned

______   /200
	Comments


