Name: Model  Option 1 (Intro, Counter, Argument development)
	Counterargument
Homosexuality is a choice that people make based on their surroundings and influences
	Strong Argument
Homosexuality is evident even in young children, not just as teens or adults.

	Stronger Argument
Hormones and stress levels during pregnancy have been linked to homosexuality.
	Strongest Argument
All things considered, biology and genetics are the primary causes of homosexuality.


Audience: Homosexuals and their families and friends; scientists; legislators; people who believe homosexuality is a choice or is due to genetics.
I. Thesis: Many biological factors prove that homosexuality is indeed genetic, not a choice.
II. Counterargument(s): Homosexuality is a choice. 
1. Counterclaim: Because teenagers display homosexual behavior; therefore, homosexuality is a choice.
a. Source #1/”Because puberty is associated with increased sexual urges, it has been hypothesized that homosexuality results when an individual reaches puberty at an early age when there is no access to heterosexual outlets. Instead, these early ‘bloomers’ are surrounded by same-sex stimuli with which they might engage in sex play, thereby associating sexual pleasure with homosexual experience.”

b. Paraphrase: Teenagers with strong sexual urges could be more likely to act on these sexual urges with others of their same sex because they are mostly around others of the same sex. The teens then choose to continue this behavior as a homosexual or not. 
c. Significance: Though teenagers are more likely to display homosexual behavior, it is because of a surge of hormones that cause sexual urges that are often acted out with others of the same sex because they tend to be around people of the same sex more than the opposite sex. This proves less that they are choosing to be homosexual and more that they cannot control their urges due to hormones.
III. Strong Main Argument: Homosexuality is evident even in young children, not just as teens or adults.
1. Because homosexuals are aware of their homosexual nature at an early age, homosexuality is more likely to be genetic than a choice.
a. Source #1/ “Homosexual individuals have reported that they were aware from a very early age of their gender nonconformity and erotic attraction to towards the same sex”

b. Significance: Since homosexuals are aware of their homosexuality long before hormones are even a factor, homosexuality must be genetic because a young child would not know that homosexuality is even a lifestyle choice.

IV. Stronger Main Argument: Hormones and stress levels during pregnancy have been linked to homosexuality.
1. Many different factors, including choice at times, influences homosexual behavior; however, homosexuality—not just homosexual behavior--is influenced by variations (BE MORE SPECIFIC!) before birth.
a. Source #2/ “not all homosexuality is influenced by the same factors, yet homosexuality itself is the result of normal variations, many under way before birth.”

b. Paraphrase: Though not all causes of homosexual behavior or expressions are the same, true homosexuality is caused by variations that occur during pregnancy.

c. Significance: This quote differentiates between homosexual behavior and homosexuality. Though some expressions of homosexual activity could be choice or influenced by a multitude of factors, true homosexuality is caused by variations during pregnancy. Therefore, homosexuality in essence is natural, not caused by the environment. 

2. The fact that mothers of homosexual and bi-sexual men reported having more levels of stress than the mothers of heterosexual men provides a possible genetic link between homosexual men.

a. Source #4/ “…When homosexual, bisexual, and heterosexual men were asked to estimate the amount of stress experienced by their mothers while they were pregnant with them, non-heterosexuals estimated higher levels of stress than heterosexuals.”
b. Paraphrase: Mothers of non-hetero-sexual men experienced more stress during pregnancy than heterosexual men.

c. Significance: This common experience of stress during pregnancy is one possible natural cause of homosexuality. Since the stress levels during pregnancy may cause homosexuality, homosexuality would not be a choice, but instead a result of natural occurrences long before one was even aware that choice existed.
V. Strongest Main Argument: All things considered, biology and genetics are the primary causes of homosexuality.
1. It has been proven that a part of the hypothalamus, the part of the brain that controls a plethora of bodily functions including sexual arousal, is a different size for gay males. 

a. Source #2/ “Reported a study relating the size of part of the hypothalamus to homosexuality.” **NEED BETTER QUOTE WITH MORE CONTEXT**

b. Paraphrase: the hypothalamus is different between homo- and heterosexuals.

c. Significance: Because the brain shows consistent physical differences between hetero- and homosexuals, biology and genetics cause homosexuality, not choice or environment.

2. Different areas of the brain are activated to evoke sexual arousal visually in heterosexual and homosexual men.

a. Source #3/ “Furthermore, different neural circuits are activated in the visually evoked sexual arousal of heterosexual and homosexual men.”

b. Paraphrase: Different areas are stimulated when homo- or heterosexuals are sexually stimulated.

c. Significance: If homosexuality were not genetic, then there would be no difference in the areas of the brain stimulated by sexual arousal between homo and heterosexuals. 
3. Scientist and researchers have found evidence of genetic similarities in homosexual males, such as the direction of hair swirls.

a. Source#2/ “Some of the factors that may relate to homosexuality—for example, direction of hair whorls* (2a), length of fingers, and general fertility of a family”
b. Paraphrase: There are biological similarities among non-related homosexuals.

c. Significance: These similarities could not exist among non-related individuals unless genetics were at the root cause of their homosexuality given they have no other common characteristics.
4. Homosexuality is determined by genetic material.
a. Source #5/ “Mustanski’s group found significant regions of DNA on three separate chromosomes that were related to a son’s being gay.”
b. A scientist identified 3 separate chromosomes that indicate homosexuality.

c. Significance: Humans cannot change what is in their DNA. Therefore, homosexuality is not a choice. It is genetic.
